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the revolution. Ludwig had continued his correspondence with
the Marchesa in spite of the recent jealousies and misunderstand-
ings, but Mariannina recognized that her relations with the King
had suffered greatly. She heard of Ludwig's other infatuations,
and, as he did not come to Italy, she thought it would be best for
her to visit Munich with her husband. This intention fitted in very
well with the Queen's plan of paying a long visit to her old home
at Hildburghausen. Immediately gossip scented out some con-
nection between this journey and the visit of the Marchesa whose
arrival in July, 1831, was, as the English Minister reported home,
an 'unfavourable sensation'1 for the King. The whole matter was
extremely disagreeable to Ludwig; he had a bad conscience in
regard to his wife, who with exemplary forbearance made no
reference to this painful visit. On the contrary, she took an
affectionate farewell of Ludwig as if nothing at all had occurred.
The King was touched. Hardly had Therese been gone a few hours
when he wrote to her penitently2: 'I have never felt any parting
from you as much as this one . . . and yet it is the first time that
the Marchesa has been present. You were so very kind and
affectionate to me. . . .'

In the course of time little differences arose between him and
Mariannina, for Ludwig had a feeling that she no longer loved him
and that everything was done in self-interest. One day the King's
Physician, Dr. Von Wenzel, came to examine her and declared
that an immediate salt water cure was essential, whereupon the
Marchesa said: Then must I leave here very soon? I do not wish
to decide, I will leave it to the King/ Ludwig wrote to his wife:
T bade my personal feelings be silent and determined upon an
early departure.'3 'How hard it is to leave the dearest being upon
earth/ the Marchesa wrote to him before leaving, but Ludwig
had the feeling that she was not quite sincere. Yet in spite of
everything he still cared for her:

'Love will never come at our commanding,
And in the heart of her I love the flame
Burns low, nor heeds my heart's demanding.
My love but grew as she more cold became,
And burning, restless still, her love I claim.'4
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